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assist him in establishing his right to the succession.
His elder brother, the Prince of Conty, might indeed
seem to have a prior claim, but he was deaf, as well
as deficient in mental and bodily vigour. The Car-
dinal indeed was himself little better than imbecile;
but his abler brother, the Count of Soissons, had
joined in the intrigue to which many of those about
the King were more or less privy, even his mistress,
the Countess of Grammont.

Soissons, after fighting valiantly by his cousin's
side at Coutras, had been encouraged to hope for
the hand of the King's sister Catherine. The match
was a brilliant one for a poorly endowed younger
son, and the Princess herself was well worthy of a
disinterested attachment. But Henry changed his
mind and told Soissons that he must look elsewhere
for a wife. The lovers thought that after he had
himself brought them together the King had no
right to insist upon their separation, and Mme. de
Grammont, to whose care Henry had entrusted his
sister, permitted or encouraged their correspond-
ence, and listened to Soissons's schemes even when
stretched beyond the bounds of loyalty. Perhaps
she thus sought to avenge herself for the more fre-
quent infidelities and the growing coldness of her
lover.

Henry IV. had a pretty gift of writing love letters,
in which Jove might have found matter for perennial
laughter; and he was rarely wise enough to be off
with the old love before he was on with the new, a
want of prudence which was the source of much
vexatious and undignified embarrassment.